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Woodley CE Primary School

Introduction

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity
undertaken as part of the National Curriculum; however, there are certain
exceptions to this, such as some individual or small-group music tuition and /or
the costs of consumable items used in connection with any activity, where the
finished product is available for students to consume or take home. This is at
the discretion of the Head Teacher and all requests for charges or voluntary
contributions must be approved.

Voluntary contributions

When organising school trips or visits to enrich the curriculum and the
educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute
to the cost. All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient
voluntary contributions to make the visit financially viable, we may cancel an
activity. If a visit goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not
paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.

No child will be excluded from an activity or trip. Parents who are unable or
unwilling to pay need to contact the school to discuss this in confidence. The
Head Teacher has the discretion to waive or reduce any charges properly made
or any voluntary contributions paid or promised. Any request by a parent or
carer for waiver or remission of charges or voluntary contributions will be treated
in confidence. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support
the visit. Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded. The school will
provide this information on request. Please refer to school’'s Freedom of
Information guidance and costs.

The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which may
require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as
‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive:

visits to museums;

visiting authors;

sporting activities;

DT activities

school day trips to places of interest linked to termly topics
outdoor adventure activities;

visits to or by a theatre company;

musical events.

Residential visits

If the school organises a residential visit in school time, or mainly in school time,
which is to provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do
not make any charge for the education or travel expenses. However, we do
make a charge to cover the costs of board and lodging. Additional adult support
required for children with SEND will be funded by the school.
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Music tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not
charge for this.

There is a charge for individual or small-group music tuition, since this is an
additional curriculum activity, and not part of the National Curriculum. These
individual or small-group lessons are taught by peripatetic music teachers.

Where school undertake music lessons, if the instrument is taken home a small
deposit may be charged to cover loss or damage. This is at the discretion of the
Head Teacher.

Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for children at some point during Key
Stage 2. These take place in school time and are part of the National
Curriculum. We therefore make no charge for this activity or transport to and/or
from the activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and
we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part.

Extra Curricular Activities

The school offers extra curricular activities run by instructors who are not
members of the school staff. We make a small charge for these sessions. For
children who would benefit from taking part in these activities, where the parent
is in receipt of state benefits, the Head Teacher has the discretion to waive
these charges. There are a variety of school run extra curricular activities for
which there is no charge.

Pupil Premium and Ever 6 Funding
Please refer to the School’s Pupil Premium policy for advice on funding for
children whose families receive Pupil Premium Funding.

School Performances

The school reserves the right to charge for tickets to attend school
performances. Ticket prices will be reviewed annually. If parents are
unable to pay they need to make an appointment to discuss this with the
Head Teacher in confidence.

Monitoring and review

This policy shall be interpreted consistently with all statutory provisions and
statutory guidance from time to time in force relating to charging for school
activities. This policy will be reviewed by the Finance Committee on behalf of the
Governing Body as and when necessary in the event of any change in relevant
statutory provisions or guidance and at least every two years.
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